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             Impor tant  Da tes  

Public Preview of Proposed 
K-5 Instructional Materials April 27 – June 1 

Parent Input Period May 4 -- 22 

Parent Communication 
Council, 9:00 – 10:30 am, 
Bernal Room, PUSD 

May 7 

Spring Family Event May 8 

Teacher Appreciation Day May 13 

Aluminum Can/Plastics 
Recycling Drive May 22 

Spring Parent Potluck  
11:30 – 1:30 pm May 22 

LAST PTA Executive Board 
Meeting (Old Board & New 
Board) 12:30 pm, 11B 

May 18 

OPEN HOUSE Grades K-
5/Art Show 6:30 – 8:00 pm May 19 

Eagle Express Articles Due May 22 

NO SCHOOL-Memorial Day 
Holiday May 25 

LAST PTA Meeting For 2008-
2009 School Year – 7:00 pm 
PTA Founder’s Day Event, 
Business and Officer Installation 

May 26 

School-wide Salute to 
Volunteers, 8:30AM May 29 

The next issue of the Eagle Express will be distributed June 3 

 

What’s Up In The Science Lab 
 

E-Faire   – On April 25th the district presented 
the 2nd annual E-Faire at Amador High School. 
While the turn out was modest, those that were 
able to attend were treated to plenty of games and 
giveaways from local environmental focus 

agencies, as well as great live music, and a screening of the 
film “Fuel”.  It was a beautiful day to see all that our 
district is doing to contribute to a community awareness of 
environmental issues.  Many wonderful student projects 
were show-cased such as our own “Test Your Eco-
intelligence” game and a peek at the service project being 
done by the Eco - Science Club, “Living Gifts” There was 
some amazing art done by the high school art students as 
well as “eco- fashions” from one of our middle school. 
 
“Living Gifts” project: The Eco-Science Club is in the 
final stages of our service project. Many thanks to those 
who donated old clay pots.  Be sure to check out the 
beautiful living gifts that were created at Open House, 
before we present them to some local seniors. 
 
CLEARANCE SALE- Open House is the time to stock up 
on CFL light bulbs. There are plenty left and all are on 
being sold at the low price of $1 each or 6 for $5. All 
proceeds go directly to the science lab and eco-science club 
activity costs. 
 
It is hard to believe that the end of another school year is 
only weeks away. With warmer weather (well at least off 
and on) it is easy to drift into summer mode.  There is still 
so much to learn and do here in the lab. So, even with the 
many year-end activities coming up we will be working on 
content and hands on labs up to the very last week of 
school.  
 
There are many summer opportunities that focus on 
science. We are fortunate to have several great 
organizations and locations nearby. Some of these can be 
accessed via the net. The Exploratorium has a wonderful 
site  where  your  children  can  see  a variety of images 
and explorations within all 4 content areas.  
(www.exploratorium.org) Check it out.  www.edheads.org 
and www.peak.org are two other places to start. Fitzgerald 
Marine Reserve, Mammal Center and Año Nuevo State 
Park are just a few of the many sites that can make an 
awesome day trip, as well as local Park and Recreation 
programs and the good old zoo or library can be excellent 
starting points. Many government agencies offer free 
activities for the asking. Nature walks, even in our little 
Amaral Park can be science explorations when you take 
time to look at things through “science eyes” trying to 
observe details.  I hope you all enjoy a relaxing and fun 
filled summer season. 
 
Ms. Conley – Science Specialist  

 
Salute to Volunteers 

 
The entire school will be turning out to sing the 
praises of our volunteers on Friday, May 29th, at 
8:30 a.m.  This musical tribute will honor the 
parents that have devoted their time in helping 
the students and staff at Mohr.   
 
From assisting in the classroom, driving on field trips, or 
participating in the dozens of school-wide activities, it's 
time to show just how much these efforts are 
appreciated.  The students and staff invite all volunteers 
to join us on the playground for this special event. 
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Vice Principal’s Message 
 

California is one of ten states that mandate character 
education through legislation. Character education is the 
process of helping students develop and practice the core 
ethical values that our diverse society shares and holds 
important. Education Code 44806 states that the duty of 
teachers concerning the instruction of pupils in morals, 
manners, and citizenship is as follows: 
 

Each teacher shall endeavor to impress upon the minds 
of the pupils the principles of morality, 
truth, justice, patriotism, and a true 
comprehension of the rights, duties, and 
dignity of American citizenship, and the 
meaning of equality and human dignity, 
including the promotion of harmonious 
relations, kindness toward domestic pets 
and the humane treatment of living 
creatures, to teach them to avoid idleness, profanity, 
and falsehood, and to instruct them in manners and 
morals and the principles of a free government. 

 
Democratic citizenship and productive adulthood begin 
with standards of conduct and standards for achievement in 
our schools. Character education promotes academic 
excellence because it lays a foundation for all learning that 
takes place in school. In short, character education builds 
classrooms where students are ready to learn and where 
teachers are freer to teach. 
 
In 1999 the Pleasanton community reached a consensus on 
what expected behaviors should be emphasized in the 
schools through a city and school district sponsored 
community survey. As a result, the following six expected 
behaviors were chosen by the community, and adopted by 

the Pleasanton School Board and Pleasanton City Council: 
Integrity, Honesty, Responsibility, Respect, Compassion, 
and Self-discipline. 
 
The character trait that Mohr will focus on in May and 
June is the trait of Integrity, which is defined as: 

• Being reliable: doing what I say I’ll do 
• Having the courage to do the right thing 
• Building a good reputation 

 
Integrity is about making agreements, and 
being accountable for those agreements by 
following through on promises and 
commitments. It is about doing what is right, 
and treating others the way one would like to 
be treated. Developing integrity also requires 
that one values having a good reputation. One 

of the most important ways that children establish high 
standards for themselves is by behaving in ways that are 
expected, rather than acting impulsively based upon what 
they might want in the immediate moment. 
 
Teachers will discuss the trait of integrity with their 
students, and school wide recognition for those students 
who have demonstrated integrity will follow. I would like 
to invite you to discuss the meaning of integrity with your 
child(ren), and share examples that will help exemplify the 
concept. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or suggestions about Pleasanton’s character 
education program. I can be reached at 
rgorton@pleasanton.k12.ca.us or 426-4256 ext. 2152. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PUBLIC PREVIEW FOR PROPOSED NEW 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

 
Beginning on April 27, 2009, and continuing until June 1, 
2009, parents, staff, and community members will 
have an opportunity to preview new instructional 
materials proposed for District adoption.  This 
preview will include K-5 math materials from Scott 
Foresman.  
 
The public preview for these instructional materials will be 
held in Media Services at the District Office at 4665 Bernal 
Avenue.  Individuals interested in previewing these 
instructional materials may review them at Media Services.  
The materials will not be available for checkout. 
 
If you have questions about this public preview, please 
contact Marylou Wilson, Coordinator of Special Projects, 

at 426-4325, or Jane Golden, Director of Elementary 
Education, at 426-4340. 
 
The scheduled hours for the Media Center are as 
follows: Monday through Friday: 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

 

Cafeteria News          
 
Beginning June 1st students will not be able to charge 
their lunch. Any unused balance in a student's account 
will roll over to next school year.  

Pamela Boggs, Cafeteria Manager                         
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2009 - 2010 Mohr School Calendar 
 August 
 19  Walk Through Registration 
 25  First day of school 
September 

7  No School - Labor Day Holiday 
29-10/2 Fifth Grade Outdoor Education 

October 
 29  Minimum Day (Gr. 1-5) – Teacher work day 
 30  No School – Staff Development Day 
November 
 11  No School - Veteran’s Day Holiday 
 17 - 19 Minimum Day (Gr. 1-5) - P/T Conferences 
 20  No School - Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 23 - 27 No School - Thanksgiving Break 
December 
 18  Minimum Day (Gr. 1-5) 

December 
 21 – 1/1/10 No School - Winter Break 
January 
 4  School resumes after Winter Break 
 18  No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
February 
 15  No School - Lincoln’s Day Holiday 
 22  No School - President’s Day Holiday 
March 
 11 - 12 Minimum Days (Gr. 1-5) – P/T conferences
April 
 2 – 9 No School – Spring Break 
May 
 31  No School - Memorial Day Holiday 
June 
 11  Minimum Day (Gr. 1-5) - Last day of school 
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PTA PRESIDENT’S CORNER
 

Congratulations to our new PTA Executive Board for 
2009-10!  The following individuals were elected into 
office at the April 28th PTA Meeting: 
 
President: Beth Limesand, Executive VP:  Laurie Yoon-
Park, Secretary: Elaine Marchant-Panwar, 
Treasurer: Arundhati Mitra-De, Financial 
Secretary: Indira Thangavelu, VP of Programs & 
Services: Beth Gallagher, VP of Membership:  
Kathleen Knode-Spears, VP of Legislation: Laura 
Murdock.  At the conclusion of the election, Ellen 
Cummings was appointed as Parliamentarian. 
 
On behalf of our entire Mohr family, THANK YOU to our 
new and returning officers for stepping forward to lead our 
PTA into another successful school year.   
 
Along with the leadership of the Executive Board, YOUR 
leadership is critical to the future success of our school.  
We still have key committee positions open and in need of 
a Chairperson.  Please consider donating some of your time 
to continue the wonderful programs we have at Mohr.  
Planning for these committees starts now so we need to get 
leaders in place before school ends: Electronic 
Newsletter, Hospitality, Registration Day, School 
Historian and Science Fair. Please check our website 
(www.mohrpta.org) for details on any of these open 
positions. There is an immediate need for a 
REGISTRATION-Walk through Coordinator. This task 
can be done as a team and will take place the latter part of 
August. Contact me at elimesand@comcast.net with 
questions or to volunteer.   
  
Each year the PTA loses valuable volunteers as their 
children progress to Middle School. It’s up to the next 
group of parents to step up and lead! The PTA cannot 
provide the above wonderful programs and services unless 
we have Chairpersons in place to run them. 

Thank you to our Book Fair Chairs, Barbara Hickey and 
Megin Markley for another fantastic event! Due to their 
efforts, the Mohr library will receive $2461 to augment the 
collection of books available to our children.   
  

Mohr PTA’s first-ever Spring Family Dance 
will take place on Friday, May 8th from 6:30-
8:30pm.  Come boogie at the beach and have 
some dessert!  
 
We have our Spring Parent Potluck on May 
22nd from 11:30a.m – 1:30p.m.  Please join us 

for a relaxing afternoon and sample the delicious variety of 
food that parents bring.   

 
Honoring retiring staff and Celebrating Mohr PTA 
On Tuesday, May 26th we invite you to join us in honoring 
Gail Crawford, our Reading Specialist, and Sue Lyon, our 
Principal’s Secretary and all around Office-Guru, who will 
be retiring at the end of this school year. We’ll also be 
celebrating 12 years of PTA at Mohr and 112 years of 
PTA in California at our annual Founder’s Day 
Program!  We will be recognizing some very deserving 
individuals for their support of PTA with Honorary Service 
Awards: Laura Ashizawa and Roberta Emerson.   We will 
also be honoring our very special Kindergarten Team, 
Denise Butler, Betsy Finney, Lori Gibson, Beth Patock, 
and Lori Sjodahl who have made so many contributions to 
our Mohr students, parents and our PTA.   
 
This festive evening will begin at 7:00 p.m. in MPR with a 
special ceremony followed by cake and refreshments.  
Immediately following the program the final PTA Meeting 
of the year will take place.  Please plan to join us for this 
well deserved recognition of those who make Mohr soar! 
 

everychild.onevoice. 
   --   Beth Limesand, PTA President 

The Eagle Express is generously provided by the PTA.  Your comments and/or suggestions are always 
welcome. Please  submit  articles  for  the  June  publication  to  theeagleexpress@comcast.net   by  Friday,  
May 22, 2009. All  articles  are  subject  to  approval,  and  may  be  edited  for space  or  content.  Mohr 
Elementary is a Go Green Initiative school.  Please recycle this newsletter when you have finished reading it. 

 

Mohr’s Spring Parent Potluck 
 

We welcome you to gather once again with 
our Mohr Family, Share some delicious food, 
reconnect with old and make new friends at 

our Spring Parent Potluck Luncheon. 
 

Friday, May 22, 2009, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Watch for a sign-up sheet in an upcoming Wednesday 
packet. 

  

Spring Family Dance 
 

Save the Date!   Mohr’s first ever Spring Family  
Dance  will take place on Friday, May 8th from 
6:30-8:30 pm.  There will be music, games, 
fun, dancing and dessert!  Don’t forget your camera! 
 
Volunteers are needed to help decorate and to donate 
desserts.  Contact Randie Hill at randiehill@juno.com for 
more information or to volunteer. 







http://www.castforkids.org





